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Elizabeth King to Mrs Thomson recalls that period, and is interesting as it gives Ruskin's opinion of her daughter Elizabeth KLing's skill in portrait painting. The next letter written a year later gives a graphic picture, in her daughter Agnes' words, of the Heads of the Thomson household at that time.
"15 BLOMFIELD TERRACE, May 2, 1882.
I am heartily glad that the house affair is so pleasantly settled and that you have got the house you liked the best of all you saw. I wish you much happiness in it with all heavenly "blessings'. You will have a little while to enjoy the garden of Oakfield before you leave, for which I suppose you will not be sorry; and then will come the confusion and fatigue of moving, which certainly is not enjoyable, but when it is over it is very pleasant to feel settled and in order....
I must tell you that Ruskin has been admiring greatly the portrait of James. He went to the Dudley with Mr Murray of the British Museum, a gentleman George knows, and in walking along he paused and remarked that was an excellent picture, and desired Mr M. to turn up the catalogue to see who did it."
"April 23, 1883.
...Agnes brings a pleasant report of you. She says that though not quite so strong as usual, you are so bright that you are the life of the house. The house she says is beautiful and so comfortable. Uncle James she says is full of fun and always making merry jokes. Altogether she has had a very happy time —a time that she will look back to with pleasure all her life. It is a possession for ever...."
An extract from a letter dated October 1, 1883, from Professor Thomson to his wife alludes to the " Law of Inertia " on which he was writing a paper, No. 57, p. 379.
"...We have been at the College with William and Fanny. We intended to stay very short and to post letters at Wilson St. Pillar before 10.50: but there arose so much to speak of and to listen to that the time for posting went past....William says he approves of the view I had expressed to him as to Cayley's non-Euclidian, or dreamland, space. He has tonight quickly glanced at :my last writings about the 'Laws of Motion/ and so far as brief time permitted consideration, he seems to approve of my teaching as to the laws of motion, or what I designate as The Law of Inertia, We spoke a good deal about Typhoid 'Fever organisms or germs &c.
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